
The Southwest Region covers nine counties in the southwestern part of the state: Allegan, 
Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and Van Buren. Major 
state highways include: I-69, I-94, I-196, US-12, US-31, and US-131.

The region is traversed by I-94, an important international trade corridor linking Port 
Huron and Detroit to Chicago and Toronto. This makes the Southwest Region an ideal 
location for many industries, particularly those supporting the automobile and aerospace  
manufacturing industry, as well as the medical/pharmaceutical industry.  The Southwest 
Region is also home to a signifi cant portion of the agricultural industry encompassing over 
9,500 farms that annually produce agricultural products with a market value of over $900 
million.  To bolster industries and commerce that are important to the region and the state, 
project selection emphasizes freeway improvements and modernization.

2006 Accomplishments
The Southwest Region continues to work toward meeting MDOT’s statewide pavement 
and bridge condition goals. During 2006, 18 percent of all Southwest Region route miles 
and six percent of bridges located in the Region received some type of rehabilitation or 
repair. Region road rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts improved 34 miles of roads.  
Another 188 miles of roadways were repaired under the Capital Preventative Maintenance 
and Non-freeway Resurfacing Programs. Eighteen bridges were rehabilitated or replaced, 
and nine bridges were repaired.

Some of the projects completed during 2006 include:

• Removal of the I-94 Bridges over the abandoned Conrail Railroad, Berrien County.

• Replacement of the Lovers Lane Bridge over I-94, Kalamazoo County. 

• Rehabilitation of the I-94 bridges over Sawyer Road, Berrien County. 

• Reconstruction of almost two miles of US-12 within the City of Sturgis, including 
intersection and streetscape improvements, St. Joseph County. 
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• Reconstruction of almost ten miles of I-94 westbound from M-51 to the Village of 
Mattawan, Van Buren County.

• Reconstruction of over four miles of I-69 from north of A Drive North to north of I-94, 
Calhoun County, completing 39 miles of I-69 reconstruction from the Indiana state line 
to I-94, beginning in 2000. 

• Rehabilitation and reconstruction projects awarded in 2006 that will be under construc-
tion in 2007 include: reconstruction and widening of I-94 from west of US-131 to east 
of Oakland Drive, Kalamazoo County.

Five-Year Road and Bridge Program
The road and bridge preservation projects identifi ed in this 2007 to 2011 Five-Year  
Transportation Program for the Southwest Region total approximately $330 million.   
Investment is allocated in the following manner:

Amount in Millions of Dollars FY 2007 through FY 2011

Southwest Region Other 
Funding

Preserve 
First Funds

Jobs Today 
Funds

Total 
2007-2011

Road Preservation $156 $28 $28 $212

Bridge Preservation $34 $1 $1 $36

Road and Bridge CPM $81 $0 $1 $82

Total 2007-2011 $271 $29 $30 $330

(Road Preservation includes Non-Freeway Resurfacing)
(Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

Capital Preventive Maintenance (CPM) projects are planned for a signifi cant number of 
pavements and structures that do not require extensive repairs during this Five-Year Trans-
portation Program period.  The CPM projects are short-term fi xes, adding from fi ve to ten 
years of life to a pavement or maintaining the existing structure condition.

Southwest Region Route Miles of 
Road

Number of Bridges and 
Structures

Total in Region 1,228 605

Scheduled to be Worked on 155 33

Percentage of Region 13% 5%
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The 2007-2011 program for Road Preservation work refl ects approximately 155   
(13 percent) of the Southwest Region’s more than 1,228 route miles of state trunklines 
during the next Five-Years.  The 2007-2011 program for bridge preservation work will  
address 33 (5 percent) of the region’s 605 trunkline bridges and structures.

There are also a number of programs that are selected based on statewide priorities or 
where project identifi cation is completed throughout the year.  These investments are not 
refl ected above, but are included in the statewide investment strategy. 

Corridor Improvement Strategies
As outlined in the State Long Range Plan 2000-2025, the Southwest Region continues 
to invest in the corridors of highest signifi cance (I-94, I-69, US-131, and US-31/I-196). 
These corridors represent the backbone of Michigan’s economy and the Southwest Region 
will continue to focus investments to rebuild and modernize these roadways and the trans-
portation facilities within them.

The Southwest Region continues to use an asset management approach to analyze all of 
our roadway corridors. This approach groups projects from our program categories, such 
as rehabilitate and reconstruct, capital preventative maintenance, scheduled maintenance 
and safety, as well as grouping state projects with local projects. Pavement management 
strategies including remaining service life and roadway condition models are utilized to 
develop the type of fi xes and costs necessary to preserve our roads and bridges.

MDOT has reconstructed 100 percent of the I-69 corridor from the Indiana state line to 
I-94 within the last six years. Work began on this 39- mile long corridor in 2000, with the 
last fi ve-mile segment completed in 2006. The six reconstruction projects on the I-69   
corridor in Branch and Calhoun counties represent a $116 million investment.
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